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SEOURITY INPORMATION

CERNTRAL INTELLIGERENGOGDR AGIEINCY
16 Juna 1952

SUBJECT: THEMS OF REPERINCEs NIF-35/2: PROBARLE DEVELOPMENTS
I¥ INDOCHIFA |

THE FROBLEM
’

%o sstinate French snd Chinese Commnist capabilities and
intentiona with respect to Indchina and the intermal situation
throughout Indochina. NOTH: Tho ectimate on the tacticsl milt-
tary situation will run through ndde1953. However, attention wili
be given on a longer range basls to Vietuamese developuente and
French capabilities and inteni’:iunm

QUESTIONS DEARING ON THE PROWLEM

I. THE CURRFNY SITUATION I INDOCHINA

A. Uhat is ths current sitvatlon in Indochinm with respect

to the followings

io . Tha status of combat operations in Vietnam, Laos P
and Cambodia?
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8. What trends have there besn in the past aix
nonthg in the relative military strengtih, conibat
effectiveness, and tactical disposition of the

Freanch-Indochinese and Viel Mioh fﬁrces*f‘

b, What sre the present French-Indochinese capa~
bilities to:

{1) md their ares of control and inflict
heavy lossss on the Viet Hinh, apsuwing
the p‘mmﬁt degree of Chinese Commnigi
sssistance to the Viet Minhy;

(2) Hold pressntly secupisd tervitory in Indo-
chine against the Viet Minh operating with
the preseni d'sgma of Chinese Comminlst
szaigtanoss

(3) Resiet atbacks by the Viat Minh operating
with substantislly increazed ’Jhiziese Corati=
nizt araistance; |

(h)' Recist attacks by combined Viet Minh-Chinese

Corerunizst combat foroes?
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2.  The political situation in Vietnan, Laos, and Cam=
bodla, partionlarly those developments influencing
adninlstrative efficlency, netlonsl morals, woblili-
zRtion capabilities, and relations with the Fremch?

3. The sconomic giteation in Vietnam, Lans, and Cane
bodia as it affects nationsl moralo and mobilization

capabiiitdes?

o The pituation in Vist Minh held terwitory, including
morale, food supply, armaments production, relations
with the Chinsspe Communists, meppower rescurces, and

axvtont and effectivoness of eontrole?

Bo What ie the current neture and level of Chinese Commuinist.

-------

asgisbunce to the Viet Minh?

€. VWhat is the current nature and level of French support to

the Associated Spates of Indochine?

1. Mililsry
2. TFeonomlo

3. Political
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Dg What is the current naturs and level of US support to

the ¥Yrench and Indochiness?

i 1. Mili‘i‘c&'l"y -
| 2, Feonomic

3s Politicel

II. PACTORS AFPECTING FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN INDOCHTNA

A. French~Indochinese Gapebilities and Intentions

1., How will French and Indochinesse will and intention
to resist bs affected by the following:

8s Politiecal, economie, and nmdlitery developments
in Westsrn Iurope, and within metropolitan Francs
. and the French Union?

ba  Political and scomomic trends within Vietnam,
laocs, and Cambodis, inciludineg attitudes toward
Franch imperlal control and towsrd the Chiness
Communigte? (To what axtent are the Chinesa
Communists regarded as conqusrora and to what
axteant as Mhemtofa from white control?)

. 8. Poasible tripartite warnings to the CC to keep
their troops cut of Tndoshina?
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d. Changes in the level of US economlc and military
" assistance? ‘ |

g. An arnistlice in Korea?
f. An sxpension of the Korean war?

2, hat trends in French~Indochinesa capabilities to
reslst or reduce Viet Minh~Chiness Communist pressure
#re probable?

&, In trained manpower, organized forces, and material
supply (including US aid)?
_ (1) French forces
| (2) Vietnamese forces
: | (3) lao%tian and Cambodian forces

b In political stremgth, stability, and national
morale in the Associated States?

B. Viet Minh-Chinese Commnist Capabilities and Intentlons

1. What trends in Viet Minh-Chinese Commminist capebilities
are probable through mid-1953 assuming a contimation
of the preaén‘b situation in Koreas

“@e In terms of trained Viet Minh manpower?
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In termp of Viet Minh ability W vtilize effec~
tively heavy military agipment and to goordinates

in combat all of their organized forcan?

;fn torms of Chinese Commnist abilitles o provide
an ineressed volume of technical and material

sssistance’

Tn terms of Chinese Commanist ability to commit
combat forcves in Imdochinal

{1) dround forces |

(2) Air forces

{3) Newal forces

(k) logistis capsbilities and limitations

2. What effsct would sn expansion of the war in Xerea

or an ermistice have on Commnist capsbilities in

Indochine?

3,  How will Tiet Minh courses of actions bo affactad by

+he | following:

b.
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Fallure to receive en increased level of teghnical

and material cosistence?

The economioc znd politicsl situation within thelr

area of controli
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A doterloration in thelr cowbat sffectiveness?

‘An ineraase in thelr cowbel effeativeness?

| | 4o How will Chinese Comminist coursee of action in Indo-

china be influenced ty the followings

Ao

¢}

d.

£

Over-all Chinese Commniast interests and policy
in the Fer Bast?

A grsdual inerease in Brenchnxndachinaea capabilitien?

A deteriorstion in the strength end effectiveness of
the Viet Minh?

A tripsrtite warning to kesp thelr troops out of
Indechina?

Changes in the Kerean war?

Othar conbtingencies such as the ralease of Nationalist
interneas in Indochina, combat operations Ly Chinese
Hationelist troops in Scutheast Asie, or apeinst the
China mainland, etc.?

5. UWhat trends are likely in Viet Minhi~Chinese Commnist

| relations?

I13. PROBABLE ¥UTURE DEVELOFMENTS IN TNDOCHTNA

To 9&
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